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en the proud owner

of a new conservatory

looks out from the

upstairs window of the

property, it can be a lit-

tle disconcerting to see rainwater apparently
ponding in either the pvc-u integral gutter
system or 165/265mm box gutter. However

Rainfall testing at the BBA

it is perfectly acceptable but occasionally we
are called in to mediate between an installer
and a homeowner who is holding back a size-
able financial penalty.

According to BS 6367:1983 Code of Prac-
tice for Drainage of Roofs and Paved Areas
and the Building Regulations 1985 "Rainwater
Drainage" approved document HP part 3 it is
perfectly acceptable to lay gutters level. Basi-
cally, provided the depth of the gutter is
deeper than the depth needed to prevent an
overspill and, most importantly, the outlet is
large enough for the gutter to discharge
freely, then there will be no problem at all.

Ultraframe's Victorian and Ultralite low
pitch roofing systems both utilise Marley clas-
sic guttering. Ultraframe subjected its com-
plete roof systems to independent testing by
the BBA. 75mm of rain must fall in one hour.
and, with one outlet positioned centrally or
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at one corner, the roof coped admirably.
The guttering supplied as standard by
Ultraframe can drain an area of 100m? with
one outlet, and it does not matter if that
outlet is at one end or in the middle of a run
of gutter. The only real cause for concern is
when a box gutter is employed to catch

general cleaning

rainfall from an adjoining existing tiled roof.
Installers need to calculate the total area to
be drained and specify the appropriate num-
ber of outlets - contact either of us and we
will be glad to help you in this task.

One final thought - more problems could
occur with gutters 2-3 years down the line
as homeowners often forget their mainte-
nance responsibilities. Regular cleaning of
the gutter is essential. Ensuring that the
homeowner undertakes these duties is a dif-
ficult task for the homeowner - but now
Ultraframe has come up with the solution.
An A5 landscape sized maintenance and ser-
vice handbook can be purchased from Ultra-
frame for only 20p per copy and handed to
the homeowner upon completion, thereby
serving two critical functions -they under-
stand that gutters are always laid level (and
therefore do not hold back on your cash)
and it makes them aware of their mainte-
nance responsibility.

@ A typical situation with tiled roof
draining onto the box gutter.
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® A section from the new 12 page maintenance and service booklet for victorian conservatories.
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